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Stay in touch 

Knowledge production and 
dissemination is of paramount 
importance to RUC-APS.  

The website (www.ruc-aps.eu) 
is the first stop to learn about 
the project, its goals, its results, 
and related activities.  

This newsletter (downloadable 
from the website as a PDF) 
provides summaries of the 
project progress. 

For real-time, interactive 
knowledge exchange, we have 
set-up a twitter account 
(@ruc_aps) and a LinkedIn 
group (RUC-APS). Follow us 
and join our group. Let us know 
what you think about our work, 
ask us questions and share your 
knowledge with our network. 

The RUC-APS consortium 
regularly organizes meetings 
and special sessions in 
connection with larger 
scientific and industry events. 
Stay informed about them via 
the previously mentioned 
channels. Come join us for live 
discussions! 

RUC-APS NEWS 
Enhancing and implementing Knowledge based ICT solutions within high Risk and Uncertain 
Conditions for Agriculture Production Systems 

INIA-Chile collaboration in the RUC-APS project and 
perspectives for future relationships with the EU 

Gabriel Saavedra del R., INIA Carillanca, Chile 

The Agricultural Research Institute (INIA) is a private, non-profit law 
corporation, linked to the Chilean Ministry of Agriculture. It is financed mainly 
through public funds, through a performance agreement with the 
Undersecretariat of Agriculture, in addition to competitive research, 
technology transfer and extension projects, both public and private, as well as 
agreements and sale of technological products. 
 
Its legal domicile is in Santiago and has a national presence from Arica to 
Magallanes, through ten Regional Research Centers, ten Experimental 
Centers, six Technical Offices and specialized laboratories in each agency of 
the Institute. It also has a Germplasm Bank network, consisting of a Base and 
Active Bank of seeds and native species located in Vicuña, Coquimbo Region; 
four Active Banks of crops, vegetables, fruits, legumes and potatoes in 
Santiago, Chillán, Temuco and Osorno; and a Microbial Genetic Resources 
Bank, also located in Chillán. The latter constitutes a reference at the Latin 
American level for the ex situ preservation of microorganisms. 
 
INIA's international cooperation and involvement has been a fundamental 
activity since its creation. In each era of its institutional history, INIA has been 
adjusting its strategy and priorities regarding international cooperation. In the 
current scenario where we have an increasingly globalized world, and where 
the advance of basic sciences give rise to new transversal technologies that 
apply to all sectors of the economy - including agriculture - and that emerge 
and disappear at a never-pace before seen, it is essential that research 
institutions must be connected to a select network of national and 
international links so as not to delay behind the scientific and technological 
progress that characterizes the current era. 
 
INIA has been participating in the RUC-APS project since the very beginning, 
their teams have been leading WP3 and WP5 because of the expertise that 
these professionals have developed in research projects from the vegetable’s 
agronomy and breeding area. 

 

Part of INIA’s Vegetables Research Team, Chile 
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The INIA’s vegetables team has been participating in several secondments around Europe, essentially in the UK 
(U. of Liverpool and U. of Plymouth), Italy (ALSIA and CNR-ISPA), Spain (AINIA and FEDACOVA) and France 
(BDI). Our secondees include researchers with different backgrounds and academic levels, but everyone linked 
to vegetables research in the Institution. In addition, there has been a combination of secondees and 
coordination from different regions of the country, giving an overview to the WP and mini projects more 
national. Thus, we have secondees from Coquimbo Region in Central-North Chile (Dr Constanza Jana and 
Verónica Arancibia), Valparaíso Region in Central Chile (Dr Juan Pablo Martínez and Victoria Muena), from Lakes 
Region in Southern Chile (Sigrid Vargas), Araucanía Region in Southern Chile (Elizabeth Kehr and Dr Gabriel 
Saavedra), and finally from Metropolitan Region in Central Chile (Dr Juan Pablo Manzur, Dr Sebastían Elgueta, 
Carlos Blanco, Dr Alejandro Antúnez, Marcela Fuentes y Marcela Valenzuela). This team, during their 
secondments has been developing tasks in order to carry on with WP3, identifying and characterising the main 
competitive gaps in vegetables production at each level of the value chain. This is mainly related to the lack of 
varieties, agro-climatic management, agronomic management and access to market information, 
systematization and processing. Therefore, this WP will use this information to, jointly, with the rest of the 
beneficiaries and partners of RUC-APS, develop optimization strategies through the use and implementation of 
automated systems. These systems will be oriented to support the decision-making process in a variety of 
horticultural products. As well, the work has developed the WP5 work involved in genetic developments to help 
crop adaptation and climate change mitigation through the diversification of vegetable species. The aim of this 
WP is the promotion and developing of the genetic improvement and introduction of plant species better 
adapted to the challenge of climate change. Therefore, it attempts to provide guidance for the proper use of 
technical inputs to support the vegetable production system for varieties produced by breeding programs, such 
as water and nutrients to improve efficiency related to climate change. 

The Institution has obtained great benefits from secondments with RUC-APS partners when visiting us or 
travelling abroad. There has been a huge exchange of information between partners in this project, visiting 
farmers, experimental farms, labs, industries, and so on; networks have been built and papers or technical 
documents have been produced. Secondments are really the heart of RUC-APS and the experience and 
knowledge acquired have become part of our work. 

   

 

INIA´s team have produced a lot of interesting outputs from both WP3 and WP5 through different dissemination 
channels, as well as cooperating with other WPs from further partners Institutions. For instance, INIA have 
produced the following products based on RUC-APS secondments and networks: 

 Published three papers and four more under review in international journals, such as food and 
contaminants, computer industry, sustainable agricultural management, production research and food 
value chain. 

 Published four book chapters, In: Agriculture value chain -Challenges and trends in academia & industry. 
RUC-APS Vol.1. Springer (in press). 

 Attended and presented at four conferences and symposiums, such as Artichoke and Cardoon in 
Orihuela, Spain; Irrigation of Horticultural Crops in Matera, Italy; Latin American Pesticides Residues in 
Foz de Iguazú, Brazil. 

 Presented three posters and one oral presentation in those conferences. 
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 Accomplished eight teaching sessions during the secondments in the different RUC-APS partners and 
friend Institutes. 

 Presented six projects related to RUC-APS subjects and WPs to the Chilean fund bodies during the last 
three years, one was granted and five are under review. 

 

Besides the dissemination work realized during these three years there have been, within INIA, teaching sessions 
lead by the secondees after they returned to their jobs. As well, some talks have been petitioned by other entities 
such as farmer associations and industries about what it has seen in RUC-APS secondments in Europe. For many 
of our researchers, RUC-APS has opened huge possibilities to obtain new projects granted, cooperating with the 
international networks, or directly with European scientists met during the secondments. 

 

INIA Carillanca and its neighbourhood (Araucanía Region, Chile) 

Now we are entering the last year of the RUC-APS project, but much remains to be done. We cordially invite 
you to Chile, to make your secondments and visit our country full of surprises and amazing landscapes, good 
food and great cordiality. 
 


