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Stay in touch 

Knowledge production and 
dissemination is of paramount 
importance to RUC-APS.  

The website (www.ruc-aps.eu) 
is the first stop to learn about 
the project, its goals, its results, 
and related activities.  

This newsletter (downloadable 
from the website as a PDF) 
provides summaries of the 
project progress. 

For real-time, interactive 
knowledge exchange, we have 
set-up a twitter account 
(@ruc_aps) and a LinkedIn 
group (RUC-APS). Follow us 
and join our group. Let us know 
what you think about our work, 
ask us questions and share your 
knowledge with our network. 

The RUC-APS consortium 
regularly organizes meetings 
and special sessions in 
connection with larger 
scientific and industry events. 
Stay informed about them via 
the previously mentioned 
channels. Come join us for live 
discussions! 

RUC-APS NEWS 
Enhancing and implementing Knowledge based ICT solutions within high Risk and Uncertain 
Conditions for Agriculture Production Systems 

Best practices to enhance the Basilicata region’s 
agriculture, Internationalization and sustainable 
innovation 

Rina Iannacone, ALSIA,  Matera (Italy) 

ALSIA is the Basilicata Agency for Development and Innovation in 
Agriculture (www.alsia.it). It is a public Research Institute owned by the 
Basilicata Region. The Agency has eight experimental farms and a Research 
Center (Metapontum Agrobios Research Center -CRMA). 

ALSIA has relevant experiences in research in agriculture (CRMA), extension 
services and dissemination activities towards farmers using a regional 
network of seven experimental farms located in the most relevant 
agronomical and rural areas of the region. 

Finance for research and extension services comes from both private and 
public funds. ALSIA participate in several EU, national and regional projects 
and has collaborations with various international (EU and extra-EU) 
Universities and Research Centers. 

The Research Center (CRMA) activity is focused on Plant Biotechnology and 
Bioeconomy using a multidisciplinary approach. Extensive experience has 
been gained in the last 30 years on plant resistance-tolerance to biotic and 
abiotic stresses, plant genomics using innovative approach for SNPs 
identification, metabolic engineering  of carotenoid pathway, identification 
of microbes and fungi for industrial applications and analysis of phenotype 
through high throughput phenomic analyses. 

On the other hand, extension services are active on agrometeorological 
network and on Integrated Pest Management.  

Basilicata’s agrometeorological network data is gathered daily and is 
available to farmers. Data is used to plan irrigation schedules and modelling 
of pest management. Furthermore, meteorological data is useful for weather 
monitoring with the aim to study the impact of climate change on 
agriculture, to study and to monitor extreme climatic events, climatic 
reports, experimentation, etc. 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) activities aim to reduce the 
environmental pollution and the optimal use of pesticide trough monitoring 
plant health, guidance in IPM, guidance on organic agriculture and few 
extension services on methods for IPM. 

Finally, ALSIA has eight experimental farms that are focused on the most 
economically important crops and fruits such as wheat, grapes, olives, 
horticulture crops (strawberry, tomato), officinal/medicinal plants, red fruits, 
hazelnut and so on. ALSIA’s are very active in identifying and conserving 
ancient varieties and ecotypes of fruits and vegetables. ALSIA also has a 
germplasm bank in  collaboration with CNR.   

http://www.ruc-aps.eu/
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ALSIA publishes a monthly magazine focused on main problems/opportunities for the agriculture of the Basilicata 
region and more broadly for Southern Italy. The aim of the magazine is to give visibility to ALSIA’s activities and to 
advise agricultural and agri-food companies about the opportunities for modernization, enhancement and 
development in order to increase their production, enhance the quality of products and contain the use of pesticides. 
The articles we publish cover a wide range of topics including: agrometeorology, biodiversity, organic farming, 
multifunctionality, plant protection, animal husbandry, fruit growing, etc. We also publish interviews with farmers 
who have a high level of organization/commerce and wish to talk about it. The authors of the articles are both 
ALSIA’s researchers/technicians or anyone who wishes to give a relevant contribution for the aims of the magazine. 
Often, professors/researchers of the University of Basilicata or from other Research Institutions contribute to the 
magazine.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

In the following pictures some moments spent with our secondees are shown. 

 

The RUC-APS team at ALSIA comprises of over 10 people including 
managers, researchers and technicians. The team includes people working 
on research, experimental farms and extension services.  

The team is working intensively with several RUC-APS partners (ULIV, UPV, 
UoP, INIA-Chile, Serviverde and UL) and hosted twenty-six secondments 
during the period 2018-2019 coming from the following partner Institutions: 
UPV (11), UoP (4), Uliv (2), INIA (6), Serviverde (1) UL (1), AINIA (1). 

ALSIA has been a partner of the RUC-APS project since the beginning and is co-leading WP7 
along with CNR. ALSIA hosted the second annual project meeting in April 2018 in which 
there was participation from all of the RUC-APS partners. Furthermore, there was also the 
mid-term evaluation of the project with the participation of the EU expert Prof. Paola 
Bertolini. Additionally, during the review meeting a focus group on Agriculture decision 
making with the participation of relevant producer organization representatives was 
organized. 

 

Each issue of the magazine contains a focus in which we deepen a topic. The focus of the 
January 2018 issue, for example, was dedicated to the RUC APS project and colleagues 
Iannacone, Infantino, Scalcione, Mennone, and Vizzielli contributed to it by telling their 
secondment experience with some project partners. For the RUC APS meeting that took 
place in Metaponto (MT) Italy on 17, 18, 19 April 2018, we published the reports of the 
participants. 
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Several secondments were implemented up to now in Valencia (UPV and AINIA), Liverpool (ULIV) and 
Plymouth (UoP). 

During the first half of the project, 4 secondments were implemented at UPV and 1 secondment at AINIA. The 
work was focused on information exchange with the aim of building mini-projects and exploring the possibility 
of exchanging experiences and collaborating. In addition to the activity with RUC-APS partners, we have tried 
to establish new relationships and collaborations with research centers working on themes of great interest for 
our area of expertise. However, during the secondments our researchers and technicians also met people from 
the other partners of the project.  

 

 

 

Furthermore, a mini-project aiming to predict the fluctuation of wheat prices through the use of mathematical 
models was also implemented. Therefore, our group will use this information, jointly with the rest of the 
beneficiaries and partners of RUC-APS, to develop optimization strategies through the use and 
implementation of SSD for the correct use of water and to reduce the use of pest management in agriculture. 

 

 

 

  

 

During 2018-2019 4 secondments were implemented at ULIV working closely 
with Cyril Caminade on spatialization of agrometeorological data 
(temperature and rain) for use in modelling of pest management, because 
now the climate dataset is used for providing early warning forecasts of pest 
disease risk at the meteorological station level. The first results of the spatial 
resolution are good but it is necessary to improve on this work because the 
orography of the Basilicata region is very complicated.   

 

During their secondments, the team have been developing tasks identifying 
and characterizing the main competitive gaps in fruit and vegetable 
production of Italy and Basilicata region in particular, working in areas with 
main features of pedo-climate similar to that of the Valenciana region. This is 
mainly related to marketing policies, good level of aggregation of farmers, 
agro-climatic management, agronomic management and high dynamism of 
operators of the sector. 

 

In Liverpool during the first 2 secondments, Rina and 
Salvatore worked in the Institute of Integrative Biology 
(IIB) under the supervision of Martin Mortimer. Several 
contacts with Professors and researchers were set. 
Genetic improvement of crops in the frame of climate 
change was the main subject of these secondments. 

In June 2019, ALSIA and CNR 
participated in organizing the 
RUC-APS special session in the 
framework of the MODEL-IT 
International Symposium 
(Molfetta, Italy from June 9 to 12 
2019). 
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The RUC-APS project strongly contributed to the Internationalization of many members of ALSIA’s team. 
Strong benefits have come from meeting researchers from partner Institutions and implementing 
secondments in several EU countries. Furthermore, it has given us the chance to learn a lot on subjects 
complementary to our main interests. We are looking forward to hosting more RUC-APS partners and to 
implement our remaining secondments in EU and extra-EU countries.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


