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Stay in touch 

Knowledge production and 
dissemination is of paramount 
importance to RUC-APS.  

The website (www.ruc-aps.eu) 
is the first stop to learn about 
the project, its goals, its results, 
and related activities.  

This newsletter (downloadable 
from the website as a PDF) 
provides summaries of the 
project progress. 

For real-time, interactive 
knowledge exchange, we have 
set-up a twitter account 
(@ruc_aps) and a LinkedIn 
group (RUC-APS). Follow us 
and join our group. Let us know 
what you think about our work, 
ask us questions and share your 
knowledge with our network. 

The RUC-APS consortium 
regularly organizes meetings 
and special sessions in 
connection with larger 
scientific and industry events. 
Stay informed about them via 
the previously mentioned 
channels. Come join us for live 
discussions! 

RUC-APS NEWS 
Enhancing and implementing Knowledge based ICT solutions within high Risk and Uncertain 
Conditions for Agriculture Production Systems 

Laying the foundations for European cross sector 
collaboration on the agri-food value chain 

Cécile Guyon, BDI, France 

Bretagne Développement Innovation (BDI) is the regional 
development and innovation agency of Brittany. 
Funded by the Regional Council and its 200 members (companies, 
RTO, associations etc.) it’s managed by a Board of Directors 
gathering 14 entrepreneurs. 
BDI’s main mission is to contribute to the regional economic 
development, by supporting and accelerating the major economic 
transitions taking place on the territory. Its activity focuses on 
innovative sectors with high growth potential and a strong capacity 
to create new jobs: 
- Factory of the future, focus on agri-food sector with AGRETIC 
- Boat racing industry, 
- Marine renewable energies, 
- Smart grids, 
- Cybersecurity. 
To lead the way towards a more efficient, sustainable and digital 
economy, BDI implements the innovation regional policy, 
strengthen the innovation capacity of the economic players, 
supports companies in their project development and promotes 
the territory at the national and European level. BDI’s main 
competencies are: 
- Definition and implementation of structural projects 
- European project development & management (e.g. RUC-APS 
project) 
- Network animation, lobbying at regional, national & European 
level 
- Database management, economic studies and surveys on 
different sectors (through the Craft platform) 
- Design of new tools to support innovation 
- Promotion & management of the regional brand AGRETIC 
program, managed by BDI, is aims at improving the collaboration 
between ICT providers and researchers, and agri-food companies 
(mainly SMEs). It addresses the main challenges faced by farmers 
and food industries. S3FOOD project is totally in line with 
AGRETIC objectives and will be the best way to raise this program 
at European level. S3FOOD project will benefits from the AGRETIC  
initiatives already running to reach ICT regional providers and food 
companies: technical days, 80 annual visits, CFIA fair, CRAFT 
datasets on food companies and equipment processors. 
 

http://www.ruc-aps.eu/


RUC-APS news Issue 7, November 2020  

 

http://www.ruc-aps.eu/  

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUC-APS activities 
For now, BDI has realised with ULIV, UoP, AINIA, ISPA, IBSPAN, and UPV and UNLP. BDI has also 
hosted secondees from UPV, UoP and ISPA, INIA. 
The first secondments abroad have been very fruitful to get some interesting information on how 
other regions in Europe organise their Agrifood sector, and how the innovation activities are 
supported by different public actors. This benchmark enables us to understand better who our future 
partners could be, if we want to run collaborative activities to support the use of new technologies by 
the European agriculture and agri-food sector. From this experience, we have started to draw new 
propositions to integrate EU level in our next cross sector activities program (AGRETIC). Furthermore, 
those secondment have enables us to catch more in detail the competences of the researchers 
involved in the RUC-APS project and start to think about new activities that can be run under the 
RUC-APS project: the mini-projects. 
Those first steps have been developed during the hostings which has enabled us to analyse in a 
more precise way the subjects that could be tackled by the researchers. Those subjects have been 
described as BDI mini-project and have 3 main characteristics: 1. They are aligned with the 
researcher’s main skills, and relevant for their work; 2. They are relevant for the regional companies or 
for BDI; 3. They can be tackled in around 1-month work.  
The work done in the RUC-APS project will focus on the description of the initial benchmark results, 
and the way it gives us ideas to better run cross sector activities at European level. It will also explain 
how we have moved from the benchmark to the setting up of mini-project, as first step towards 
bigger collaborative projects. Finally, it will mention future work to be done in the next two years of 
the RUC-APS project. 
 
Benchmark, the UK example 
The UK national strategy for agricultural technologies bases on 5 main interest domains: 1. Improve 
the translation of research into practice (70 million government investment in an Agri-Tech Catalyst); 
2. Increase support to develop, adopt and exploit new technologies and processes (90 million 
founding for Centres for Agricultural innovation); 3. Provide stronger leadership for the sector with 
the Agri-Tech Leadership Council; 4. Increase alignment of industry research funding with public 
sector spend; 5. Increase UK export and inward investment performance. 
The UK organisation on agriculture/agri-food differs from the French one. The analysis of the 
research and innovation environment for cross sector activities ICT / Agrifood shows that applied 
research is mainly made by the universities, that can have several experimental farms to run tests.  In 
France, different actors are running applied research : national technical institutes, regional chamber 
of agricultures, or producer cooperative experimental stations.  
In the UK, the actors that support the agrifood sectors are mainly national agencies, while in France, 
and in Brittany, both national authorities and regional authorities provide such support (financial and 
technical support). Addressing our initial objectives, interesting things have to be think of now in 
Bretagne : AINIA and it’s very integrated technical centre services to companies in Spain, Agrimetrics 
program in the UK, with close link with research centres, the role of the Universities in the UK with 
Farm 491 initiative with dedicated space to “incubate” technological companies, the vegetable 
production model in Italy and Spain, with different ways to sell the products (in little specific 
vegetable and fruit shops for example). Also from the secondment in Poland with IBSPAN, and the 
secondment in ULIV, we identified some links to make with those RUC-APS researchers to enhance 
the efficiency of our collaborative regional database (CRAFT), analysing how we can add possibilities 
to analyse risk and uncertainty and how we could add natural language to this tool.  
 
Projects and use cases from RUC-APS 
Thanks to RUC-APS network and its enthusiastic partners, several operational projects has been set 
up to support the farming world. Among all, a decision support system for the planting in small 
farms, a risk analysis report on Bretagne food industry, data analysis of pumpkins rotting, regional 
program management analysis, data retrieval improvement for regional agri-food database. Work to 
be followed… 
 


