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Stay in touch 

Knowledge production and 
dissemination is of paramount 
importance to RUC-APS.  

The website (www.ruc-aps.eu) 
is the first stop to learn about 
the project, its goals, its results, 
and related activities.  

This newsletter (downloadable 
from the website as a PDF) 
provides summaries of the 
project progress. 

For real-time, interactive 
knowledge exchange, we have 
set-up a twitter account 
(@ruc_aps) and a LinkedIn 
group (RUC-APS). Follow us 
and join our group. Let us know 
what you think about our work, 
ask us questions and share your 
knowledge with our network. 

The RUC-APS consortium 
regularly organizes meetings 
and special sessions in 
connection with larger 
scientific and industry events. 
Stay informed about them via 
the previously mentioned 
channels. Come join us for live 
discussions! 

RUC-APS NEWS 
Enhancing and implementing Knowledge based ICT solutions within high Risk and Uncertain 
Conditions for Agriculture Production Systems 

Innovation for Agriculture: What is ahead of the 
curve? 

By Innovation for Agriculture Soils and natural resources manager: 

Deborah Crossan. 

As the UK struggles to come to terms with an impending energy / food 
crisis this Autumn, IfA had already started actions to help inform or at least 
begin to prepare for this scenario. However, no one could have imagined 
that we would be facing something quite as devasting as the war currently 
unfolding in the Ukraine.  

IFA is a small but well-connected organisation who can punch above its 
weight. This is due to an excellent pedigree, IfA was formed under the 
umbrella of the Royal Agricultural Society of England and set up to practice 
with science and drive innovation forwards. 

Martha Hayes head of media and communications explains the approach 
they have taken. 

“In Partnership with WWF and Tesco’s, we have produced a farmers guide 
to reducing greenhouse Gas emissions on the farm, this went out with all 
Farmers Weekly subscriptions in January. The guide has” bite sized” a full 
report by Eunomia, to show the direct changes that farmers can make 
when attempting to reduce emissions. The dissemination of this guide will 
form part of our talks and seminars throughout the coming year. “ Link 
here. https://tinyurl.com/Go2GuideReducingFarmEmissions 

 

The next challenge was to follow and update a farm energy report 
undertaken in 2014 but with new science and knowledge to understand the 
farm of the future. The launch was held at the Low Carbon Show this 
month and we hope to be out on the road discussing the report in the 
coming year. It can be accessed with this link. 
http://tinyurl.com/FarmoftheFuture 
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Finally, IfA has launched an initiative to understand and attempt to move forwards the knowledge in 4 critical 
issues challenging agricultural production now. These subjects, without fail, are cited at farmers meeting across 
the UK, they are carbon audits, nitrogen reduction, Glyphosate and nutritional density.  Vital funding from 
Garfield Weston and Frank Parkinson Agricultural trust, has allowed them to put together a think tank of farmers 
and growers, forming 4 communities who can merge their knowledge and experience.  This approach will help 
to achieve peer-to-peer learning and ultimately create change. Part of the funding has been used to build a 
communication portal, a safe space to discuss research and trials, which will speed up the knowledge sharing 
process. Events, workshops, and farm demos will back up the information. This project was launched at FarmED 
in Chipping Norton at the start of the month and IfA were most grateful for the support and enthusiasm given 
by farmers and growers interested in getting involved in this project. 

 Already a year into the project and bringing these issues together, covering, inputs, energy, emissions, diets and 
carbon, has been a complex job but as the production and supply chains have now thrown enormous challenges 
at our food security and energy supplies, it is one that must be undertaken. 

 

IfA Launch at FarmEd with 30 innovative farmers sharing ideas. 
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